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Satire’s my teeapon; but Pm tov discreet, 

Lo run a-muck and tilt at all [ nieet: 

f on'y wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargees, sharpers, aatl directers —Pare » 


—iU00tU— 


WILEUL MURDER. 
“ Broop WIth HAVE BLOOD!” 


The awful verdict Of witeuL MURDER has been +e- 


iurned against some unknown 4ife’s-guardsman, for the; 


death of Georce Francis. This verdict, awful as it 
is in all countries where justice is respected, becomes 
still more awful, when the circumstances which have 
occasioned it are taken into consideration. Never can 
it be forgotten, that this we/fud murder, as the coroner’s 
inquest has pronounced it, was perpetrated daring the 
progress of the dead body cf our lamented Queen to 
that repose in a foreign country, which was denied to 
her existence in this realm. Never can it be forgolten, 
that this welfud murder was primarily occasioned by a 
determination to prevent the people from paying the last 
homage to departed goodness. Never can it be forgotten, 
that it arese out of Lord Liverpool’s determination, that 
the path for the hearse should be cut through the dense 
multitude which opposed its progress! The sprriv of 
that amiable and heroic female was to be oppressed in 
death, as it had been persecuted in life ; and the last tor- 
ture that could be inflicted upon its sensibility, (if spirits 
can take cognizance of what passes in this mortal scene, 


was intended by the ministerial orders :—for it is certain 
Vou. VIE. No. 9. 
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nothing could have pained that spirit more, than to have 
seen the blood of the people shed wantonly in the streets. 
Never can these matters be lost sight of, until they are 
avenged. Justice must pursue all her victims ; ; and it 
is therefore proper, that these inquests should have been 
held, that the real nature of the transactions might be 
legally recorded. Yet sorry should we be, if the verdict 
of wilful murder against a mercenary, or a ferocious 
agent, should sereen the constitutional offence of the 
prince ‘ipals. A wilful murder hes been committed ; 
and the perpetrator of that deed must if possible be de- 
livered over to the offended laws ; but who does not per- 
ceive, however wickedly the military may have acted, 
that those who placed them without nec essily in contact 
with the people, ought to bear adegree of censure, which 
if it hazard not life to the individuals, ought to remove 
them from the power of doing further mischief. We 
have never been advocates for any mere change of the 
ministry ; because it was immaterial to us by w vhom the 
present system was conducted; we were aware that a 
mere change of party would entail an additional expenee, 
and encourage fallacious hopes of amendment which 
would never be realized. But when we contemplate 
such atrocities as those of the Manchester slaughter, and 
the present outrage upon the people, we confess we most 
anxiously desire a change, if it were only to place some 
one of ordinary character for common humanity at the 
head of affairs, to prevent a stream of blood being poured 
forth upon every occasion when ministerial caprice may 
feel disposed to provoke the temper of the nation. Twice 
has that stream of blood flowed between the administra- 
tion and the people within two years; and on both occa- 
sions, the difficulty was not to ‘avoid shedding of blood, 
but to find a pretext for pouring it upon the streets! 
Nothing was more certain than that the Manchester 
Meeting would have passed off quietly, after it had ac- 
complished its legal object, had not Parsons Hay and 
Elthelstone, with Hulton and the other worthies, con- 
verted one of the most noble and interesting spectacles 
which a free state atlords, iato a scene of carnage and 
horror, upon which no human being could have looked 
Wi ithout shame and indignation. it is equally certain, 
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and this consolation, at least, awaits Lord Liverpool, 
that had he not unnecessarily interfered, the 14th of 
August would have passed off in the most tranquil and 
solemn manner. This he must feel; and if his system 
of policy have not rendered his heart as cold, as his head 
is obstinate, he will need no keener pang to remind him 
of his folly as a minister—of his error as aman! Two 
human beings are dead! One it has been judicially pro- 
claimed was we/fully murdered, by some person who 
was there by the orders of this minister. From the 
nature of the published evidence, it is by no means im- 
probable that a second verdict of wilful murder will 
be returned by the second coroner’s inquest :—and it 
will but little lighten the moral responsibility of our pre- 
cious prime minister, that only treo crimes of so deepa 
die were committed, when it was probable as many 
hundreds might have been perpetrated by his minions, 
and charged to his account, It has been well said that 
the consciences of ministers are like loose great coats, 
made to fit all forms, and suit all sorts of weathers ; but 
that of Liverpool must be more accommodating than any 
we have heard of, ¢f 2¢ can be satisfied with the events 
it gave rise to on the ]4th inst. When statesmen haye 
any thing to gain by a contempt for the people, or by 
their coercion, it may be expected they will be insolent 
and brutal, if they dare. But that a mere worthless 
caprice should venture to put itself in hostile array 
against public opposition is hardly credible. When the 
Ministry threw open their dungeons in 1816-17, and 
shook their heads as angrily as if they expected their 
well-dressed locks would be as terrible as the snaky hair 
of Medusa, they had a sufficient motive. The parlia- 
mentary ‘‘ thunderers” were frightened ; for even chil- 
dren were playing with their thunderbolis! Reform 
Was on its road to the Metropolis, after having overcome 
all the local authorities :—and it was to be apprehended 
it might attempt to entcr the very citadel of ex- 
isting abuses. To call out foot and horse, to open dun- 
geons, to publish lies, and to prosecute truth, was na 
tural on the part of the corruptors and the corrupted, 
when reason and justice were knocking at their very 
gates, and would take no denial, nor put up with any 
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excuse. Bad as the measures were, they were to be 
expected. The repeal of the best, and the enactment of 
the worst laws, had an adequate object in view ; and we 
saw with abhorrence, but not with surprize, of what our 
enemies were capable, when ‘Aer interests were at 
stake. When, again in 1819, they had recourse to still 
more horrible expedients—when the sword was drawn, 
and the sanguinary torrent deluged the streets of Man- 
chester—there was still a motive, though a bad and des- 
perate one, to be perceived. We could comprehend 
what we detested ; and at least could understand what it 
thrilled us with horror to behold! ‘The infamous mis- 
sion of Oliver was intelligible :—and the persecution of 
the living Queen might be understood by ihose who 
could read the blackest pages in the history of the human 
heart :—but no one can perceive any sufficient motive 
for endangering the peace of the metropolis, and putting 
ten thousand lives to hazard, on the occasion of the fu- 
neral of the departed Queen. Granted, that the minis- 
teriai triumph was not complete, until a foreign grave 
had finally enclosed their victim :—Granted, that it was 
gall and bitterness of heart to all her cowardly calumnia- 
tors—her relentless enemies—that any portion of public 
homage and respect should wait upon her ashes :— 
Granted, that to have prevented any possible shaming of 
the Coronation farce, by ihe numerous attendants of the 
catastrophe of the sad tragedy of her Majesty’s life, would 
have been desirable :—it was easy to perceive, and Lord 
Liverpool must have perceived, that this bitterness must 
be borne, let power and oppression bluster as it might. 
It was not to be avoided ; and surely one short hour of 
earnest, deep, and solemn sympathy, towards the remains 
of one whose life had rarely been calivened by any beam 
of happiness, might have been sustained, if not without 
envy, at least without any violent decree of rage. But, 
no! While his Majesty was hastening to the pleasures 
of one of his capital cities, the ashes of his wife were not 
to be permitted to pass in quiet through the mourning 
streets of another. While riotous festivity was preparing 
for the populace of Dublin:—while boisterous revelry 
with the lungs of Stentor called upon the people of Ire- 
land to “‘ be mad, be merry, and go hang themselves” 
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for very joy, the sympathy of silent sorrow was attempt - 
ed to be forbidden to the inhabitants of London. They 
were to hold their feelings at the disposal of Lord Liyer- 
pool, and the undertakers! To insure this result, a single 
minister dared to “‘ cry havoc and let slip the dogs of 
“¢ war,” at noon-day, in the metropolis of the land! It 
appears in evidence, that when it was positive that peace, 
order, and proper solemnity, would have attended the 
open and direct course of the body to its place of em- 
barkation, it was repeatedly ordered, and repeatedly at- 
tempted to enforce the orders, which could not fail to 
convert the route into a scene of slaughter and blood- 
shed! And shall we be told, that for this pertinacity, 
this outrage upon common sense, this gross misconduct, 
a verdict of “¢ Wilfud Murder against a Life Guards- 
“man unknown,” is a sufficient retribution? What if 
the Life Guardsman be unknown, HE who directed the 
Life Guards to be there, is Anown!—and surely our 
Burdetts, our Hlumes, our Wilsons, our Lambtons, our 
Hobhouses, our Woods, will not let the miserable sub- 
terfuge of Macbeth, ‘* Thou canst not say I did it,” be a 
sufficient plea for a Bill of Indemnity, and ministerial 
impunity! Though the band upon whose exertions we 
can calculate is smadd ;—and though those exertions 
en which we have a right to calculate have not 
been made by all; yet surely this powerful burst 
of public feeling will not be permitted to pass over 
without that assistance to obtain justice which the public 
has a right to expect from the parties whom we have 
named, and the few others who appear to have any sense 
of their public duty. When the people are silent, they 
are reproached withapathy. Let them then be properly 
supported when they speak, and there will be little rea- 
son in future for this reproach. They know and feel 
their condition ; and are anxious for- the means of im- 
proving it. They do their duty nobly; and only want 
the guidance of those hands into whose keeping they 
would confide their destinies. 

The conduct of the inquest bears all the marks of the 
system about it. The man who shot Francis cannot be 
identified. Little care is therefore manifested in rebut- 
ting the evidence of this unwarrantable slaughter, No- 
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thing can result frem it. The soldier will keep his ewn 
counsel; his valiant comrades will not betray him ; 
and justice will be defeated. We have before seen of 
what little use is a verdict of 2w2l/ful murder against a 
soldier for killing one of the people. The matter ends 
with the verdict of the inquest ; and the scldier has a 
chance of another species of promotion than that eleva- 
tion which would be pointed out by the laws. On the 
inquest upon the body of Loney, the other victim of the 
military, it appears probable that an identification of the 
individual charged with having caused his death may be 
obtained ; and it is therefore deemed necessary to rebut 
the evidence that tends to fix guilt. Every artifice is re- 
sorted to in order to intimidate the witnesses on one se ; 
and on the other men are produced, who are evidently 
prevaricating in the most shameful manner. The evi- 
dence which attempted to shew that the military were 
not the aggressors completely failed. [t is in full proof, 
that the military commeneed the attack upon the popu- 
lace, and provoked the throwing of missiles which pre- 
ceeded the firing of ball cartridges amongst the populace. 
And what is still more to the purpose, it is in full proof, 
by one of the witnesses called by the agent of the mili- 
tary, that even the throwing of stones had ceased some 
minutes defore the firing of the soldiers, which is thus 
left without any excuse, as without any provocation. The 
life guards had brandished their swords at, and rode their 
horses amongst, the people, which provoked the pelting 
them with mud and stones. After this terminated, and 
the soldiers had succeeded in their object, they fired their 
pistols, and reloaded and fired deliberately towards 
masses of the multitude which were not only then pacitic. 
but which had never been otherwise. A ministerial print, 
by one of those impudent and unblushing falschoods, 
which obtain a momentary credit from the improbability 
that any one could hazard them, said it had been dis- 
covered, and could be proved that Honey was a ring- 
leader in the attack upon the life guards, in the face of a 
hundred depositions to his peaceable behaviour! Of 
course, when the military agent called his witnesses, it 
was to be expected he would prove Honey was the ori- 
ginal assailant. He does no such thing. He sees he has 
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“a defence, and he attempts to confuse events that he 
eannot justify. He does nol bring a witness to speak to 
any offence on the part of the victim ; and his own wit- 
nesses fail him in making out a case of necessity for using 
firearms. ‘The bat-man of Lieut*Gore is as willing to be 
serviceable as a witness need to be. He swears that his 
master never had a pistol belonging to him, since he had 
been in the regiment; as he was a ‘young officer, having 
only been with the ‘reviment—a few days the reader 
might suppose ;—but only eighteen months} ‘May we 
not here exclaim with Prince Har ry at the mionstrotis 
tales of Fulstaff, “ these Nes are like the father that 
‘“‘ begets them!” <A young officer eighteen months sta- 
tioned with the first regiment of cavalry under the crown, 
in constant attendance upon the monarh, and on duty in 
the metrcpolis, to have been all this while without an 
important portion of his accoutrements! The man 
might ag well have said he had no sword, An officer of 
that standing without pistols would be as great a mira- 
cle as the learned pig! Another soldier, Christopher 
Forge, swears Lieut. Gore had no pistols with him that 
day ; but he distinctly contradicts the bat-man Ruther- 
ford ; for instead of saying it was customary for officers 
to be without pistols, he says, it was not customary, that 
the Lieutenant was without, not because he hdd none, 
but because ‘ his servant neglected to put tlre pistols in 
* that day.” And when he is asked how he was aware 
of that, he says—‘* Because i Acard him (Mr. Gore) 
“* say, on raising the shavrague fo look for his cloak, he 
‘“‘ found that there were neither cloak nor pistols. It 
‘“ was J who observed he had got no pistols, when he 
“said he had no cloak.” This is tare evidence, and 
matches well with the muffling up in cloaks and painting 
whey-looking faces of a wood red colour, to assist the 
witnesses on the inspection, which with many of the 
jury, we are compelled to pronounce a despicable shuffle. 
The foreman of the jury pronounced that the batman 
had told a base die, and proposed that his evidence should 
be erased ; but it being suggested that this might vitiate 
the proceedings, it was determined that it should stand ; 
and really it is of so very curious a nature that it de- 
serves preservation. One portion of it, as to his know~ 
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ledve of bis master, is of ao admirable a nature, that we 
will transcribe a few queries, with their most pertinent 
answers :— 

Did you ever mount guard without pistols ?—No. 

Did you ever shave vour master ?—No, Sir, he nover 
was shaved! 

Has he whiskers ?—No, Sir, HE HAS NO WHISKERS! 

A Juror. Vf he has wo beard, he can’t have whiskers. 

A Juror. But an officer may have false mustachioes, 
and of course he may have false whiskers. 

What colour is your ‘master’s hair ?—Ts it light, 
dark ?-— Ido noi oes. { never took any parti ellen 
notice ! 

Hfas-be any hair at uil?—Yes, he has hair, but ft 
CANNOT SAY what the CoLOUg of it Is. 

A Juror. Vasked him the colour of his master’s hair, 
whether it was light, er dark! 

Witness. No? [ beg your pardon—you asked me the 
colour of my master’s hair iit is DARK! 

Do you know your master’s age -—No, Sir! 

fs he fifieen or twenty-five ?>-—J can’t say. 

Is he sixteen ?—/ can’? say. 

fs he sixteen, or sixty ?—J can’t say. 

Do you recoll ect whether your master has any wWhis- 
ers oc not 2——-f pon’? reeeiirer! : 

Do you on your master, when you meet him in 
plain clothes ?-—}es, Sur. 

liis evidence was here read over, and a juror remark- 
edit was nol mserted that bis master was never shaved! 
‘¢ Well,” said the Coroner, ** what bas that to do with 
“the killing of the man?”—To which Mr. Sheriff 
Waithman very properly replied —‘¢ Yes, Sir, it has to 
do with it; for it snews the effect of sending unfiedgett 
boys to command where the lives of his Majesty’ 3 sub- 
‘ jects may be endangered !” 

Such is the nature of the evidence by which it is hoped 
to blind the judgments of a British Jury! And such 
are the officers who command in our most favoured regi- 
ments of cavalry! We are not very partial to the whis- 
kered and mustachioed fuppery which has prevailed 
amone our cavalry ;—nor have we ever spared the stu- 
pidity of our farmers growing crops of hairy valour upon 
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their lips, to Zook like hussars, when they had better have 
been looking like men, and cultivating their farms. But 
we confess we have no inclination to see unshaven boys 
mounted on horseback to play the parts of blockheads, 
or maniacs in street brawis of their own provoking ; and 
if any thing could encrease our indignation at the con- 
duct of those who ordered the military to attend, it would 
be that such beardless boys should have been sent zn- 
stead of soldicrs. Yet they were quite in character for 
such business, and such orders. Soldiers would not have 
behaved in such a manner; and officers who deserved 
the name would have kept them to their duty. 


— 





ODDITIES. 

1. The following list of casualties among thelife-guards 
were given by the Courier, on Wednesday last, having 
been accidentally discovercd on that morning, eight days 
after the battle in which they were defeated 

Sowerby, collar-bone fractured! 

Watts, fractured temple } 

Corporal Bathurst, shin-bone fractured ! 

Blakeway, showldex disdocated! and hisccai cut in three 
places, besides baving been ferzce unhorsed by the mob. 

Youngs, Ais left cheek laid open! 

Seaton, Avs head covered with fractures! 

Driver, Avs ear cut in two! 

Hitchman, fractured jaw, which remains locked ' 

Brooks, dangerously wounded ! 

Corporals Atkinson and Pickersgill, severe contusions ! 

Morty men were wounded in the whole, and éwenty 
helmets battered as eflectually as if they had been fam 
mered by a blacksmith! 

Out of all these desperate wounds, it appears oniy ve 
were absent from the inspection; of the teenty hedmets 
so desperately battered noi one was produced ; and what 
became of the twenty heads that we are led to suppose 
might have been inside, not « Aint is given! In future 
they may probably be used by the regimental black- 
smiths, to mould helmets upon, and save the expence 
of the customary blocks! To put the cant of such state- 
ments, in a still more forcible point of view, the same 
paper that fabricates this list of fractures, which should 
be written scratches, in spite of all this fracturing of 
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human bones, of head and temples, gravely adds, “ tis 
‘S opost atrocious attack of the day, ‘was made on a —- 
© naluable Aorse, Which some rufhians in the crowd, 
stabbed in the jaw, having aimed at the animals 
‘ throat, with a knife.’ Since a verdict of Wilful Mur- 
der has been returned, and as all accomplices are deem- 
ed principals, has not the Courier furnished in this cu- 
rious list sufficient evidence for indicting these parties in 
the fray ? 

2.—A lawyer, in the Courier, very cunningly re- 
marks that the inspection of the soldiers ought not to 
have been allowed! “ It was vety well in the days of 
* fiction, and superstition, and romance,’ to attempt to 
igre = manslayers, _ but now,” eays he, ** upon such 
f an occasion as this, it is dreadful that it should be 

allowed!” And then rising to a mighty climax, he 

adds—* It is truly horrible 1’ One mioht venture a 
wager this dawyer wore a red coat on the Mth and is 
afraid of being found out. 
_ 3.—The Courier said very feelingly, that it would 
not have minded the loss of a thousand fives, rattler 
than the mob should have triumphed on the 14th. 
Since a verdict of Wilful Murder has been given against 
us favourites, we are enabled to translate this observa- 
tion into plain English, and it will stand thus:— The 
editor ¢f a Ministerial Print, has the audacity to pro- 
<< daim that ithad rather a thousand wilful murders had 
“¢ been perpetrated in the streets of the metropolis, than 
“ that the idle caprice of a Minister should have been dis- 
‘¢ appointed !” | 

4.—A Ministerial print has ventured to trust that 
“in due time, condign punishment will fall on the 
“ heads of the really guilty.” This will be an oddity 
indeed, and we hope the Editor has some gvod reason 
for his faith ; and if so, he will take care to get out of the 
way in time. 

5,—The same print advises the people to think seriously 
about “ becoming loyal, as it will soon be the ondy pro- 
“ fitable speculation!” What a propensity the rogue 
must have to arguing from Ais own feelings. 

6.—Blackwood’s Edinburgh Magazine says Buona- 

arte was ‘© AN ADULTERER AND AN APOSTATE!” Can 
the Editors find no other great man on whom these epi- 


thets would be as properly bestowed. 
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TO JOSEPH HUME, ESQ. M.-P. 








Ausust i6, 1521. | | 
The Anniversary of the Manchester Massacre. 


Dear Sir,—When in the act of shewing the last token of that 
respect for the late injured Queen, which, while her Majesty 
was living, vou, as matter of duty and honest service, SO emi- 
nently, so uniformly, and so firmly manifested, you beheld, 
occasioned by a contest between a cabinet minister and the 


. 


Queen’s Executors, a wanton SHEDDING OF BLOOD. 

That cabinet minister, in contempt of his Queen’s dying in- 
junction, besides dictating and objectionable route for the funeral 
procession, persisted in mixing with the melancholy ceremonial 
of her funeral, an armed soldiery, whose drawn swords, as if 
sternly advancing to a battle, but ill harmonized with the droop- 
ing spirits and dropping tears of the persecuted Queen's sor- 
rowing and offended friends, the people. 

To the Executors be it left, to appeal to despised LAW, in 
support of the right they claimed on the occasion :-—To the 
people be it left, to form their OPINION, on the conduet of 
the minister in question: but be it mine, to vindicaté, 1 ths 
case, that CONSTILTUTION,—/for conspiring against which 
—after nearly fifty years of conspicuous fidelity, 1 lately ex- 
perienced the insult of a calumniating accusation with plunder 
in its train, terminating in an unjust sentence to pay a fine, in 
consequence of the verdict of a Jury, for the shameful packing 
of which, and in the presence of the nominal prosecutor, I told 
the Master of the Crown Office, that what he had done ‘ was 

a legal assassination of the defendants, and even an attempt 
to assassinate the very constitution of his country.’ 

You cannot, Sir, need to be told, that neither that constite- 
tion nor its trial by jury can defend apy of us, until we shall see 
accomplished those racical reforms which shall put an end to 
the packing of parlisments—the packing of juries—and the 
carrying into execution the arbitrary mandates of ministers by 
a mercenary soldiery—or even the injunctions of LAW, for 
such a soldiery is an instrument utterly unknown to the law. 

I now particularly, Sir, address myself to you, as a work- 
man of the right stamp; as one who, as far as he goes, makes 
good his ground; as one who, by rationally and honestly de- 
viating from the hollow tactics of mere factious oppositionists 
affords to his countrymen a pledge, which they doubt not is un. 
equivocal, that his object is—not the attainment of a conve- 
— popularity for lifting him into office, that he may then, 
i other orators, first apg a pretended patriotism, aud 

en insult public credulity by apostasy ; but, to obtain for a 
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deeply im jured nation a real redress of abuses, wrongs and 
oppressions. 

Whatever, in other circumstances of our country, might have 
been the temptations which proved too strong tor the resisting 
powers of former ¢ PPO siLionists, your vigorous understanding, 
and your habits of business ere seated in parliament, had, itis 
evident, chalked oui to you, in the present situation of this un- 
fortunate land, a new line of conduct, as a real reformer of 
corruptions. 

You havealready, Sir, established an authoritative name on 
both sides of the Commons’ House, and the people look up to 
you. Thatname, and the peoples’ confidence, will, in my 
humble judgmeut, enable you to eflect what no parliamentary 
patriot has rightly attempted since the famed Revolution of 
i6ss. it will, I trust, enable you to bring about a compre: 
hensive Reformation worth a thousand such “ glorious Reve- 
lutions.” 

Had that Revolution been made, what was then really want- 
ig —not a mere change of Cynasty, but a restoration of a de- 
caying constitution, —not an obscure, empty, contemptible 
declaration, that Englishmen, forscoih, had a right to freedom; 
but an intelligible evidence of liberty actually secured, ‘ glo- 
rious” indeed would it have then been! Whereas it turned out 
a mere jucele of ambition on the part of the unported Dutch 
King ; and a juggde of faction and selfishness on the part of 
the English aristocracy ; whereby the deluded nation was grossly 
duped ,— duped i into an endurance of a funding system, of pa- 
per money, of standing parliaments, and a STANDING 
ARMY; than which no greater curses could befala people. 
Then, after 132 years of ‘constitutional decline, is it not time 
we had something better than a juggle 3 After 132 years of 
delusion, in running after that ignis fatuns, that compound _ 
vice and folly, a pretended EX XPEDIENCE, let us at last, 
God's name, have a fair tria! of what is practicable, by reso- 
lutely following that union of virtue and wisdom termed 
PRINCIPLE! Is not GOD’S JUSTICE stronger than man’s 
enjustice? Is not knowledge POWER? Is not REASON, 
that against which neither prescriplion, nor statute, nor cus- 
fom, it they be erroneous, shall prevail”? Is not TRUTH 
omnipotent? Is it not legibly writtea in the Books, that 
EQUITY suffers not RIGHT to be without a REMEDY +? 
And lastly, Sir, see you not a discriminating and energetic 
PEOPLE, prone to enthusiasm on a conviction of rectijude ? 

Follow up, Sir, consistently, what you have so well begun, 
and then, in all human probability, yo u will ——— 





* Doct. and Stud. E me Ed. 1685S. p 
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in this country, what has been so happily established in English 
America, and is at this moment in so fair a train of being 
equally well established in Spain and Portugal; not to notice 
the cheering appearances in /zezico and South America, in 
Italy, Prussia, and enlightened Germany. 

Follow up, Sir, let me repeat, consistently what you have so 
well begun, relying on the illumination of the age, on the force 
of public opinion, on all potent Truth, and on that popular 
spirit which: saved the late Queen, although there were leagued 
against her the collective powers of despotism and darkness, 
of persecution and perjury; a spirit which can save the state, 
when it shall find a few virtuous leaders, standing high above a 
factious selfishness, and unsuspected hostility to a complete 
popular freedom. 

Why shall not the people, who saved their endangered 
Queen, save their endangered Constitution? In the former case, 
they distinctly saw the extreme peril of their injured Queen, 
and the enemies to be enountered. There was nothing equi- 
vocal. All was well understood. There being in the whole 
case the simplicity of nature :—the electricity of natural feeling 
fired the popular heart; and the people triumphed. So shall 
it be in respeet of the Constitution, when the complexity of a 
five-fold object shall, by honest interpretation, have the effect 
of simplicity. Then shall it be well understood. ‘Then shail 
nature operate. Then shall the electricity of natural feeling 
fire all hearts; when popular rights and unanimity shall as- 
suredly be crowned with that universal freedom, which cau 
alone accord with the true principles of the Constitution; and 
which universality, as ordamed by the Jaw of nature, or, in 
other words, the law of God, must necessarily best provide for 
social order and tranquillity ; public right, justice, and pros- 
perity. 

The equivocal policy of faction hath outlived the time for its 
deceptions. The large alloy of feudal prejudice—as antiquated 
as unnatural and a proof of barbarism, betravs the counterfeit 
that would pass for constitutional nobility. In the present ful- 
ness of political light, the vile frauds of the dark ages are not 
practicable, and to submit to their ignorance would be our 
disgrace. Now to attempt a substituting of tyrannous usur- 
pation for a popular franchise ; or the cheat and iniquity of a 
monopoly in favour of some to the injury of others, could only 
create the disgust and indignation which is due to all imposture 
and villainy. 

Seeing that the debt of liberty due to the people hath been 
proved, seemg also that it is infinitely more easy to pay it in full 
than in part, who shall dare to counsel rulers to act the part of 
robbers, ~—legislators to become swindlers? Then confide, Sir, 
im the effects of true principle, in place of that rascally rape- 
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dience, which hath so miserably deluded the people and thei 
shallow politicians from 1688 to 1821! You are a man of 
science: then discard the vile empyricism that kills, and apply 
the science that preserves life ! 

Your hegiunings have been auspicious, becasise conducted on 
right principles. Abuses and corruptions ycu have probed witha 
yadical and a masterly hand. In matters of pecuniary misgovern- 
ment your FACTS have been resistable only, by that open and 
shameless defiance of decency, which bespeaks the weakness of 
a tottering despotism, not yet divested of its means of political 
misgovernment, That despotism you have crippled, and naught 
is wanting to its downfall, but the opening of a well-served bat- 
tery of POLITICAL PRINCIPLE, to play incessantly on the 
decayed, the mouldering and undermined rotten- borough keep 
-—its last gothic tower of defence. 

Be it yours, Sir, to lead in this achievement! You have 
displayed the necessary ability and perseverance, you have il- 
lustrated the distinction between corruption and good govern- 
ment, abuse and Reform; and you have demonstrated the ne- 
cessity of a RESTORED CONSTIT UTION. As a restored 
Constitution must, however, embrace what is military no less 
than what is civz/, this consideration brings me back to the 
point from whence I set out—the SHEDDING OF BLOOD 
by a mercenary soldiery, in a shameful contest of a Cabinet 
Minister with the Queen’s Executors, m which, | apprehend, 
the Minister violated the LAW, and if so, the BLOOD SHED 
on that ocgasion inust lie at his door. Jt is most certain that 
he otfended decency, and jnsulted public feeling. 

Had, indeed, the Minister’s course, respecting the funeral, 
been ever so fawful, itis NOT lawful—it is in no case whiat- 
ever, common ds may be the horrid practice —it is in no ima- 
ginable case lawful, to execute the law by the bro; idsword and 
pistol, the ball and bayonet of a mercenary scldiery; a power 
utterly wuknown to the law, and abhorrent to the Constitu- 
tion; nor are their weapons the ‘ weapons to keep the peace’? 
so well known to our ancestors, whose eivid COUNTY POW- 
ER was (as pathetically lamented by the late Ear] of Liverpoo| 
before le rose in court favour) fraudulently consigned to decay 
and oblivion, to furnish a pretence for introducing a STAND- 
ING ARMY. 

When it bath become a common practice to exceute the law 
by the power of a mercenary soldiery of a standing army, that 
practice is a full demonstration, that, whatever forms lay re- 
main, the government hath ceased to be a civil and a free ZaQ- 
vernment, and hath degenerated into a military despotism, 

Having, Sir, in “ an appeal, civil and military, on the 
English “Constituti on,” proved this proposition two and 


twenty years ago, T shall nut now say moye than is necessary 
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on chat particular point. But the event of yesterday may sa- 
tisfy you, that, to the progress of a Member of Parliament 
who is a sincere State Reformer, it is Indispensably requisite 
that he investigate this part of the Constitution; because your 
patriot countryman, Fletcher of Sa/toun, hath remarked, that 
‘“‘the militia is the chief part of a free government.”  Aristo- 
tle observed, that “ those who command the arms in a country, 
“ are masters of the State, and have it in their power to make 
“ sehat revolutions they please,” And the late Mr. Arthur 
Young told us, that “ where government only is armed, there 
‘« despotism is established.” 

To a political reformer, indeed, every part of the Constitu- 
tion is equally an object of study, if he desire to avoid error, and 
if by simple, intelligible, and acceptable appeals to that Pub- 
lic which alone is disposed, of is able to uphold him, he seek to 
find efficient support. This pleasing task I trust that I have in 
no small degree facilitated, by commentaries on a variety of 
questions, but more particularly by having furnished that very 
important and long-wanted desideratum in English Politics, a 
DEFINITION of the English Constitution. 

The absence af such an evidence of its existence furnished 
Paine and others witha pretence for saying England had xo 
constitution; as it has likewise encouraged corrupt ministers 
aud factious oppositionists to make of it a cloak of mystery for 
covering the deformity of their intrigues and iniquities. It is now 
however, | trust, a written Constitution, which he who runs 
may read and understand, 

By consulting the definition, you will tind the Constitution 
to consist of five parts—its principles—its militia—its parlia- 
ment, its executive magistracy, and its Triad by Jury. Al 
else is gw. Law, as an entity, is evidently other than, and dis- 
tinct from, the Constitution ; for law is the mere effect, of 
which parliament, that is a part only of the Constitution, is the 
cause, » 

On the expulsion of James I], when, for a moment there was 
a real practical liberty, the Constitution ought to have been fa- 
miliarly explained, asserted, fortified and planted ona rock, 
the impregnable fortress of freedom ; whereas, on the contrary, 
froin that deceitful moment commenced the settled conspiracy 
of the factions, whether Whig or Tory, for undermining our 
liberties by all the varieties of treachery in succession. Among 
these, need |} mention the Duteh invention of a funding system 
and a public debt,--a constantly renewed STANDING ARMY, 
and on these again the engraftment of packed parliaments and 
packed jurces. In consequence of all! these and collateral cor- 
ruptions, do we not likewise belieid the King himself heid in 


absolute dependence on a usurping Oligarchy of borough- 
HiOMZErs : 
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Cast your eyes, then, on the five component esting of the 
Constitation,and Sy if any one of then be in security !—If all 
of them be not alike borne down and overwhelmed with a cor- 
rapes that must be resolutely cast off, or our liberties must 
perish !—Say, if in a disease so truly radical—so universally 
affecting the Constitution in body and soul---that is to say, 1 
its material institut tons and its intellectual principles—-there be 
in nature a cure, unless that cure be also radical! 

The casting off of soc pes licated a corruption is an object of 
a wenerous suibition. Anattenmpt with clean bands and an un- 
eens spirit, must a dort | him who makes it with a crown 
of earthly glory, independent of the higher reward of a con- 
scious rectitude. in this pursuit, ine noble mind is proof 
against disappointment. Human opinion in both hemispheres, 
the goadings of distress together with the insolence and seal 
ties of desp sotism ; the increasing knowledge of rights, and the 
detestation of tyrants and oppressors ; assure the patriot re- 
former of success. He my adva:.ces to victory, and if he live 

not to witness the triumph, he knows that his exertions have 
been among the means of success. 

I have said, that, in converting our undigested national po- 
lity, into a written Constitution, the work of patriotism has 
been much facilitated. But I hope that, in seven and forty 
years of faithful service, more has been done. Here, allow me 
tu refer youto A Billof Rights and Liberties, containing, as 
I believe, all that is necessary, for recovering the civil—and to 
A Bill of free and sure Defence, containing as I judge all that 
is requisite, for “ restoring to full vigour and | energy*®” the mili- 
éary branch of the Constitution. 

This last mentioned branch was redeemed from oblivion by 
Sir William Jones, and its whole length portrait was aflerwards 
give in England’s wgis by the writer; shewing its infinite su- 
pericrity for armed defence, to a mercenary force ; independent 
of its being the sure preservative, asa STANDING ARMY is 
the bane of liberty. 

I have judged it necessary, in addressing a legislator, to take 
the compass here exemp! lified, because, Sir, a convection of the 
grand evil of frequent BLOOD SHE DDING by the soldiery 
of aSPANDING ARMY, under pretended authority of civil 
magistrates—who have no author ily fo justify, in any Case, $0 
horrid @ practice~-is not to be accomplished, like obtaining 
redress for a common assault, by an ordinary course of law. 
Such correction can only be effected by bringing before ¢ 
PLOPLE, and the people's organ, the PARLIAMENT, 
view of the CONSTITULION as applicable to the subject. 

I have the honour to be, Dear Sir, truly yours, 


JOHN CARTWRIGHT, 








~* Sir Williain Jones, 
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THE BLACKNEB, No. LXXVII. 
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My Masters of Misrule! I have a crow to pluck with you.” 
Op Prare 


486. When the Devil tempted Christ, he set him on the 
highest pinnacle of the temple.—Great church-preferments are 
great temptations!—Samuel Butler. Thoughts upon various 
Subjects, 1660. 


487. An unworthy councellor is the hurt of a King, and the 
danger of a state, when the weakness of judgment may commit 
an error, or the lack of care may give way to unhappiness. 
He is a wicked charm in the King’s ear, a sword of terror in the 
advice of tyranny. His power is perilous in the partiality of 
will, and his heart full of hollowness in the protestation of love. 
Hypocrisy is the corner of his counterfeit religion, and traitrous 
invention is the agent of his ambition. He isthe cloud of dark- 
ness that threateneth foul weather; and if it grows toa storm, 
it is fearful where it falls. He is an enemy to God in the hate 
of grace, and worthy of death in disloyalty to his sovereign. 
In sum, he is an unfit person for the place of a councellor, and 
an unworthy subject to look a King in the face.—Nicholas 
Breton. The Good and the Bad, &c. 1616. 


488. ‘* The lowest situation in life with freedom attending is 
better than the most exalted station under restraint:-—all our an- 
cient patriots who had felt the bitter effects of tyranny and sla- 
very, cannot forbear taking all opportunities of expressing their 
great abhorrence of servility and their passion for liberty upon 
any terms whatever.”-~Phadrus. 


Anecdotes of Sir Matthew Hale, for the of modern 
Judges. 


439. ‘ Another occasion was given him of shewing both his 
JUSTICE and his COURAGE, when he was upon another cir- 
cuit, being informed that the Protector had ordered a jury to 


Vor. VII. No. 9, 
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be returned for a trial, in which Ae was concerned, the judge 
examined the sheriff about it, who pleaded ignorance, saying, 
that he referred all such things to the under-sheriff, and 
this person acknowledged the fact, upon which the judge dis- 
missed the jury, and would not try the cause. This greatly 
displeased the Protector, who told him when he returned from 
the circuit, that ‘ he was not fit to be a judge,” to which he 


only answered, ‘ that it was very true.’’’—Sir Matthew Hale. 
— Watkins's Anecdotes of. 


ee ee 


490. He would never receive private addresses or recommend- 
ations from the greatest persons in any matter wherein justtee 
was concerned. One of the first peers in England went once 
to his chambers, and told him,‘ that having a suit to be tried 
before him, he was then come to acquaint him with it, that he 
might the better understand it when it should come to be heard 
in court.” This modest account was quite enough for the 
chief baron, who interrupted him with saying, ‘ that he did not 
act fairly m coming to his chambers about such affairs ; for that 
he never received any information concerning causes but in 
open court.” The ]uke upon this went away much dissatisfied, 
and complained of it to the king, as a rudeness that was not to 
be endured ; but his Majesty bade him content himself that he 
was no worse used, adding ‘ I verily believe the chief baron 
would have treated me no better, if [had gone to him about 


one of my own causes.”’’—Anecdote of Sir Matthew Hale, 
( Watkins. ) 





AQi. “ Another circumstance, fell out in one of his circuits, 
which was somewhat censured as unreasonable strictness, but it 
flowed from his exactness to the rules which he had laid down 
for his conduct. A gentleman who had a trial at the assizes 
sent him a buck for his table, and when the judge heard his 
name, he asked ‘ if he were the same person that had sent him 
venison? and finding that he was the same, he told him, ‘ he 
would not suffer the trial to go on, till he had paid him for the 
buck.’ To this the gentlemati replied, ‘ that he never sold his 
venison; and that he had done nothing to him, which he did 
rot do to every judge that went that circuit ;’ but all was to no 
purpose, the chief barou would not suffer the trial to go on till 
he had paid for the present, upon which the gentleman with: 
drew the record! and at Salisbury the dean and chapter having, 
according to the custom, persented him with six sugar loaves, 
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be made his servants pay for them before he would try their 
cause.— Anecdote of Sir Matthew Hale, ( Watkins). 





492. “ Sir Matthew Hale, says the author of his life, had a soul 
enlarged and raised above the mean appetite of loving money. 
He did not take the profits he might have had by his practice ; 
for in common cases, when those who came to ask counsel 
gave him a piece,* he used to return one-half, so making ten 
shillings his fee in ordinary matters that did not require much 
iime and study : if he saw a cause was unjust, he would not 
meddle with it, saying, ‘ that it was as great a dishonour as a 
man could be capable of, that for a little money he was to be 


hired to say or do otherwise than he thought.’ ””—( Watkin’s 
Anecdotes.) 


cneetinetineliicne! 


493. “* When he wasa practitioner, differences were often refer- 
red to him, which he settled, but would accept of no reward for 
his pains, though offered by both parties together, after the 
agreement was made; for he said, * In these cases he was made 
a judge, and a judge ought to take no money.” If they told 
him he lost much of his time in considering their business, and 
so ought to be acknowledged for it, his answer was, ‘can I 
spend my time better than to make people friends? Must I 
have no time allowed me to do good in?’ ” 

“ He laid aside the tenth penny of all he got for charitable 
purposes, and he tock care to be well informed of proper ob- 
jects; and after he was a judge,many of the perquisites of his 
office were sent by him to the goals to discharge poor debtors, 
who never knew from whose hands their deliverance came,” 

‘‘ Jt was a custom for the marshall ef the King’s Bench to 
present the judges of that court with a piece of plate for a new 
year’s gift, that for the chief justice being larger than the rest; 
this he intended to have refused, but the other judges told him 
that it belonged to his office, and the refusing it would be a pre- 
judice to his successors, so he was persuaded to take it; but he 
sent word to the marshal, ‘ that instead of plate, he should 
bring him the value in money:’ which-when he received, he 
immediately sent to the prison for the relief and the discharge 


of poor persons confined there.”— Anecdotes of Sir Matthew 
Hale, (by Watkins, L. L. D) 





* The piece of money so called at that time was worth twenty 
shillings. 
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W494. To say the king hath as good right to his crown 
and dignity, as any man to his inheritance, is to make the sub- 
ject no better than the &ing’s slave, his chattel, or his possession 
that may be bought and sold: and doubtisss, if hereditary 
title were sufficiently inquired, the best foundation of it would 
be found but either in courtesy or convenience. But suppose 
it to be of right hereditary, what can be more just and legal, 
if a subject for certain crimes be to forfeit by law from himself 
and posterity all his inheritance to the king, than that a king 
for crimes proportional should forfeit all his title and inheri- 
tance to the people? Unless the people must be thought 
created all for him, he not for them, and they all in one body 
inferior to him single; which were a kind of teeason against the 
dignity of mankind to affirm. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





The two letters of Sylvander cime to hand on the same day.— 
Poor Sydney! By this time we fear his bile has suffocated him ! 
Is he not occasionally afflicted with delirium? Some one should 
take his ‘“‘dagger of lath” out of his scabbard, and put a turkey’s 
feather in its stead, that he may do no mischief. Is there not a 
lunatic asylum near York, where tha ** soothing system” is adopted ? 
He should live upon treacle and sugarcandy, to sweeten his moutb. 
Poor fellow! I was in hopes he would mend, when in his lucid in- 
terval he saw clearly that if the coronation did not empty the Ex- 
chequer, the money would be picked out by ‘ court minions !’’ 
But his relapse makes me despair! Is it true that he has travelled ? 
I thought from bis short powers of vision, that he had grown upon 
the spot, hke a cabbage, and had never seen anything but the 
garden beds to which he had been transplanted, Itis a pretty idea 
that I should have ¢aken refuge in a prison to avoid him! He has 
here got hold of the horns of the altar himself. His horsewhip 1 
should suppose must be the strings of his night-cap! Is Sylvander 
sure he isan Hibernian? I have never met with one, who had 
neither humour in bis bulls, nor honesty in his egotism. Did he 
say his crazy paper was of a hundred-horse power? Huw could he 
think one ass could be magnified into a hundred horses? Cato isa 
mightier name; but this Cato is an impostor ; and only a fit asso- 
ciate for the ‘“‘ Hag” who cannot bear to see a surplice upon an 
honest man. I think vermin swarms in the neighbourhood of 
Sylvander. But such a monster as the ‘ black adder’”’ he mentions, 
1 have never heard of before. It is indeed a most hideous, non- 
descript of monstrosity. Is not Sylvander under a mistake ?— 
He will find few people who will cot hold up their bands in 
astonishment, to hear that a clergyman, near Hull, should have 
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aaid, while the lifeless body of her late Majesty was the ob. 
ject of universal sympathy,—‘* that she was a very bad woman— 
‘© that she delighted in mischief :—that she was the cause of all the 
‘* troubles and agitations which so generally prevailed last year ;— 
‘© and nearly brought en a terrible revolution :—andy finally, that 
‘¢ it had pleased God to deprive her of the power of involving Eng- 
“land in an internal war, or in utter destruction!’ Surely no 
brute could have so deliberately, so falsely, so villainously, belied 
her memory! A Priest, quotha! What,—a priest use the pulpit 
as a medium for polttical untruths! What,—a.priest dare to fabri- 
cate falsehood, in the service of hisGod! Was there no one to 
tell him of this infamy? And is there any one mean enough to 
attend a place of worship which his presence insults? I had better 
thought of Yorkshire! A drunken blacksmith would have been 
ashamed of such calumny! Let the church purify itself of such 
animals, or it will have few followers in another age. 

The request of Sylyander shall be complied with. 





LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


ces Se SD 


From thé Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to the 
Itinerant Justice Park, somewhere else. 
THE BUGABOES LE¢ LOOSE AGAIN !—SEDITION AND 
BLASPHEMY! ALL ALIVE, O! 
Sir, | 
The newspapers, and public report, take the liberty 
of setting down some nonsense and falsehood to your 
account, in a charge delivered to the Grand Jury of the 
county of Warwick, during the past week. I wish the 
particulars had fallen earlier within my cognizance, that 
i might have been able to correct the error, while you 
remained in the town. Some Judges have been lately 
accustomed in their itinerant journies through the realm, 
to play tae unseemly part of ministerial trumpeters ; 
and, in equal mockery of law and justice, to sound the 
onset of the battle of mutual prejudices. Baron Gar- 
row’s memorable insolence, and injustice at Croydon, 
where he dared to say a greater crime had been com- 
mitted than the parties were charged with having com- 
mitted, and while a legal process was pending, is a suf- 
ficient proof of what Judges will step out of the line of 
their duty to do, to gratify their creators. You seem to 
Vou. VII. No. 9. 
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have erred in an equal degree, without any special mo- 
tive, but the dzas is equally apparent; if the report of 
your observations may be trusted. Let me, however, 
do you no injustice. Let us give your remarks, and see 
whether we can discover any truth, or propriety. i 
them. If, by any powerful process of analization, om 
such ingredients should appear, you are entitled to the 
full benefit of them; and i shall not be so unjust as to 
withhold them from your claim. 
Is the following then the substance of what you said ? 
—¢ There was one subject you had not intended to 
mention ; but, haring been informed that even the 
retired and secluded town of Warwick was not en- 
tirely free from the contagion of sedition and blas- 
phemy ; it was the duty of those you tien addressed. 
“to attend to it, of any of that nature was brought 
** before them. Tle had some hopes that the public had 
“ attained a proper feeling on this subject, throughout 
the country ; but it was lamentable to know, that so 
much of that dangerous spirit was slill in existence ; 
and that men were still to be found zealously employ- 
‘““ed in endeavouring to undermine those vearluous 
“ principles upon which the stability of the nation, 
“and the awelfare of the community so much depended. 
“Tt was impossible to say where this dreadful contagion 
“ would end, weless restrained by force! It was the 
“ duty of the magistracy to attend to this subject with ex- 
“treme vigilance ; and if any cases of this kind should 
come to their knowledge, either individually, or col- 
lectively, to use every endeavour to bring the offenders 
to justice. As this subject had been “mentioned to 
‘him, he thought it necessary to draw their attention 
** to it, as one of the greatest importance, alike affect- 
‘ing themselves, and every member of society, who 
c Haced any value upon his oWn OF his neigh bour’s wel- 
fare, happiness, and safety.” 
Will your Lordship own this pretty libel upon the 
town of Warwick? Dare you give it under your hand 
and seal, that, upon some silly information, you have ut- 
tered this still more silly tirade against the imaginary 
bugaboes, that so continually haunt “the fears, and people 
the dreams of our mad boroughmongers? Are you 
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willing to have your modicum of brains, your measure 
of good sense, estimated by this standard? Are you 
satisfied that your reputation for wisdom should rest 
upon this basis? | shall begin by replying to you, that 
your information was false—that your informer had no 
srounds for his assertion; in order that when he offers 
you more intelligence of a ‘similar nature, you may ob- 
tain some better security than his word! ! This caution 
is the more necessary ; as it is a common observatiun 
that local authorities can set the judicial chimes to such 
music as may suit local prejudices. It is said that men 
who have no weight in their own proper persons—men 
whose neighbours pay no more attention to what they. 
say, than if their sheep had bleated ;—that sueh men had. 
been cunning enough to use greater authorities, as sal- 
lors use spe aking-tr umpets ; and in this honourable ca- 
pacity, it w ould seem that you have also been destined 
to appear. I will net enquire who blows the trumpet 
upon this occasion—who whispered in your ear, what 
you were indiscreet enough to proclaim aloud ; because 
it would be a breach of confidence for a gentleman to 
give up the name of his ¢nformer ; but it would only 
have been using a proper degree of caution on your part, 
to have asked wy your informer had not exerted him- 
self to detect some of those instances of cortagion of 
which he complained. He must have been an informer 
of some weight and consideration, because you gentle- 
men Judges do not stoop to receive information from 
ordinary individuals ; and if he know that sedition and 
blasphemy had reached such a height in this pretty, 
little, quict, secluded town, he was surely very culpable 
in not having scized some of the offenders, and placed 
them in your lordship’s clutches. When you thus ad- 
dressed the Grand Jury, you knew the calendar exhi- 
bited no case of alledged blasphemy, or sedition 3-—that 
it contained only the loyal and legitimate crimes of 
murder, manslaughter, burglaries, robberies, and as- 
saults. There was not a particle of sedition whispered 
—not a Radical accused of any thing. You had none 
but good and loyal subjects, to try and hang. There 
was nothing to startle your feelings. Murder was the 
highest offence set down! You were not, therefore, 
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‘alled upon to libel the town upon your aronynous if 
formation. You had every reason to suppose it was 
untrue :—and, at best, your interference was unneces- 
ary. Warwickshire Grand Juries, and Warwickshire 
Special Juries, and Warwickshire Freeholders upon 
Common Juries, had shewn themselves ignorant and 
prejudiced er nough in such matters. Twelve of these 
complaisant fellows had repealed the verdicts of THREE 
of the most respectable and intelligent Juries that Lon- 
don had ever seen; and consigned a helpless bookseller 
of Birmingham to six months’ imprisonment for one thid 
of the same conduct which was rewarded in London by 
a brilliant subscription, and a degree of applause and 
admiration which was worth more to the indivi- 
dual than a subscription of three times the amount. 
With this proof of the devotion of these War- 
wickshire Juries, you might have waited until there 
Was some necessity to have stirred the fire of their 
zeal with your poker of anonymous information. 
It was to balk the zeal of their “ undebauched loyalty,” 
to bid them open their mouth, when you had no radical 
to pop in for them to mumble. [dare say, they ex- 
pected that a cart load of fresh martyrs had been sudden- 
ly seized at Birmingham, and lodged so quietly in the 
prison, that no one had ever heard of their apprehension ; 
and it must have been a sad disappointment, when every 
throat was open for a substantial sop, to balk them with 
_— afany thing came in their way, you hoped they 

“ would devour it, , with an appetite truly loyal.’ This 
was a sad falling off: —nd, it may be, a dangerous one 
too :—for as the foolish bi oy, Who called wolf! w olf 
when no wolf was near, found no attention to his cries 
when the wolf came in reality—if you keep blowing the 
clarion when there is no duty to perform, your body 
guard may bevin to think it is too much trouble to mus- 
ter, When you may actually want them. 

You stand convicted first of having mentioned this 
subject without any reason. You say you had not in- 
tended to mention it; doubtless from being aware if 
would be as useless to refer to this thread: bare alarum, 
as Dogberry’s lamentations that he was not set down i in 
writing an ass, for which there was no earthly occasion 
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while his auditors had ears. But how came you, upon 
false, loose, aud unfounded information, to alter your 
intention, and ougrens: yourself as much against reason, 
as without necessity? Why did you not ask your infor- 
mant for his proofs?—for his authorities!—for his in- 
stance ?—for the reasons why the contagion had not 
been intercepted? This was your duty, your business, 
when you received such information. Ile might as well 
jiave told you the town was not free from the prague, or 
from the yellow fever. He might as well have told 

the chimes of the principal church would not play Cod 
save the King! which is the only instance of a seditious 
disposition I have been able to “ascertain; but whether 
this is to be attributed to the want of vivilance in the 
Grand Jury, I do not pretend to determine. 

Your hopes that the public had attained a proper 
feeliag on this subject, are fallacious. The country can- 
not change its feelings, while the reasons for them remain 
the same. There never wasany prevalence even of what 
you call blasphemy in the country ; except amongst the 
higher orders. The great mass of the people are strongly 
swayed by a relivious feeling, which would more easily 
be inclined to superstition than to infidelity. I believe 
there is more infidelity among the te achers of the esta- 
blished church than among any other portion of the 
community, of the same numerical amount. I am sure 
there are more sabbath-breakers in the higher classes 
than in the lower, upon the same scale of numbers ; 
which is readily proved by tlhe endless instances of noble 
and genteel sabbath-breaking, which the laws cannot 

reach, and which the Vice Soevety tremble to attack. To 
erect the hustings for a radical mecting on a Sunday, 
would have been proclaimed blasphemy of the highest 
order ; bat to erect the shambles for a bloody execution, 
even during the period of divine service, under the di- 
rection of the pious Sidmouth, could call forth no indig- 
nation on the oe of the twelve judges, pious and holy 
as it is adnritted they all of them are. And I perceive 
the proposal to take the bodies of Honey and I’rancis to 
the grave, followed by that portion of the public, which 
is indignant at the manner of their destruction, is to be 
set down as a disgrace to the magistracy to allow it: but 
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it was pious, decorous, proper, and excellent for the 
Marquis ef Anglesea, one of the leading subscribers to 
the Bridge Street gang, and a very pillar of the morals 
and religion of the court, to select the Sabbath-day for 
the purpose of rehearsing with his horse the antics 
which the two were to play iogether upon the day of 
the coronation! ‘This was not blasphemy This was 
not a breach of religious decorum! This was paying a 
proper respect to the Lord’s- day, because it was a lord 
and Ais horse, who were the parties to be accommodated, 
and because fashionable ladies staid away from their re- 
ligious duties to grin applause at the vagaries of the lord 
and the horse. No judge penne’ this as irreligious ! 
No bishop called it ddas sphemy! No re" priest stood 
aghast at this profanity ?—but all was set down as fit and 
proper, by the same authorities, who reprobate the inat- 
tention of the populace to sacred ee All this, my 
good lord, is seen through. The people are not such 
asses as to be the dupes of a revard for religion pretended 
by those who can mould it to any appearance for their 
own purposes. They have a © proper feeling” upon 
such matters, and lauch at the hypocrisy of —— and 
the servility (gs you remember the lines Pope 
wrote about a century back, since when the times have 
not much mended, as far as the parties are concerned :— 


‘From peer or bishops "lis vo easy thiag 

‘* To draw the man who loves his God and King! 
 Ajas! Lecopy, or my draught would fail, 

‘¢ From honest Mahowet, and plain Parson Hale.” 

What assinine portion of the pubiic do you think it 
would be possible to persuade that a ‘¢ dangerous spirit 
““ was in existence,’ zealously employed in endenvourin 
to undermine those virtuous principles upon which the 
stability of the nation, and the welfare of the commu- 
nity depends. Do you expect to find credence for this 
assertion among any but your jurors ?~among any class 
of the public save those who condemn at the direction of 
a judge, without “ knowing why, or caring wherefore ?” 
You might as well have tol the inhabitants of Warwick, 
that some dangerous men were going abroad, to hide the 
blight of the sun, hang up a blanket befe ore the moon, 
and put out the stars, that they might pick their pocke ts, 
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and cut their throats in the darkness! It would have 
been just as credible, and just as true. These are not 
times in which men need the information of judges as to 
what is virtuous, or upon what the stability of the nation 
depends. They may be as wise as their tutors, if they 
will take the trouble to enquire, and to see with their 
own eyes. ‘They see that those principles are not vir- 
tuous, which would defend the extravagance of the 
rulers, at the expence of the necessaries of life to those 
who are governed with a rod of iron. They have dis- 
covered that the welfare of courtiers, of judges, of peers, 
of bishops, of spies, of informers, and of sycophants is 
not necessarily a proof of the welfare of the nation ; and 
that the welfare of the community does not depend upon 
their enjoyment of unmerited sinecures, overpaid offices, 
and fat benefices. The public begin to ask whether a 
judge might not be quite as able, and quite as honest, 
and quite as useful, if paid about one half of his present 
emoluments :—and the assurance of the judge that every 
thing is much better as it is, has little weight with them 
in reply. 

Pray, Sir, what is your meaning, when you venture 
to observe that—‘ it was impossible to say where this 
** dreadful contagion would end, unless restrained by 
“ force?” 1s this language for a judge ?—fer an English 
Judge?—Fie! for shame, my lord! A judge should 
have more respect for Jaw; and a greater conviction of 
its value and importance, than ever to contemplate it in 
the nature of force! The force of law, it may be said 
you mean ; but it is shamefully inaccurate for a judge 
to use so barbarous an expression. To use the word 
JSorce, as a substitute for lair, is still worse. It conjures 
up all the horrors of the Manchester slaughter to the 
view, and disgusts one too much for sober comment. 
The law is the power of society, and not its force ;—its 
calm authority, and not its vengeance. Law can restrain 
nothing by force: and surely your lordship did not mean 
to imply that the swords of the Warwickshire Yeomanry 
were to be drawn upon the shadows conjured up from 
the wine cup after dinner, to alarm your lordship when 
your honest judgment was entrapped into credulity by 
your cunning informer. 
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The apology, twice repeated, of having had this sub- 
ject “ mentioned to you,” will not excuse your men- 
tioning it again. The very circumstance of its being 
whispered to you, by one who ought to have denounced 
it in open court, is a sufficient reason why you should 
have passed it over in contemptuous disregard. The 
name of justice owght not to be associated with such 
public slanders, unless it is wished that the public sheuld 
consider every species of authority as leagueéd offensively 
and defensively against reform. The quiet and secluded 
town of Warwick, like every other town, however quiet 
and secluded, has been driven to take deep interest in 
the public affairs. It has not yet been loud in its com- 
plaints, or frequent in its remonstrances ; but it has felt, 
and it st2l? feels deeply upon the subjects of the national 
distress, and its causes. Jt perceives that some alteration 
must take place. All who are not interested in upholding 
the abuses of the system feel, that “ a silent revolu- 
“ tion,” as Lord Milton expresses it, has already begun ; 
and in a national anxiety as to what it will ultimately 
tend, the inhabitants of every town, are cautiously ex= 
amining the ground, and preparing for the result. “* The 
“¢ life-and-fortune” ané “ Jast-guinea men” are now 
silent. That boisterous and maddening loyalty which 
burnt Birmingham in the name of Church and King is 
effectually stilled, nor can it again be raised. Oxen may 
be roasted, and devoured :—barrels of ale may be given 
away, and consumed :—but the spirit is gone which 
rendered those matters important—the delusion is dissi- 
pated—and reason ean be no more drowned in ale, or 
choaked by slices of half-broiled beef. The public feel 
no gratitude for being thus regaled, or more properly 
thus énsulted at their own expence! A drunken holiday 
once ina few years they do not now think a sufticient 
compensation for draining one half of their earnings 
weekly into the treasury. They are unreasonable 
enough to think they are entitled to food whenever they 
are hungry, and to drink when they are thirsty. Splen- 
dour has lost its usual effects upon their minds. The 
find they have to pay for its brilliance; and the tinsel 
attracts no longer. In this temper, all attempts to de- 
ceive them are useless, and mischicvous; and the com- 
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mon bug-bears of the nursery have lost their terrors. 
A good nurse always proportions her ‘* raw-heads” and 
** bloody-bones” to the capacities of the children she 
has to deal with :—and this conduct might be followed 
with same advantage by other old women than those 
who are professionally engaged in family nurseries, 

I remain, &c. 
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N.B. One inhabitant of this borough requests me to 
ask of your Lordship whether it was the “ ¢nformation” 
that the inhabitants were about to erect a monument to 
the memory of the late Queen, with an inscription ° ta 
‘‘ the memory of Caroline of Brunswick, the injured 
“¢ Queen of England,’ that led to your Lordship’s ob- 
servations relative to dlasphemy and sedition, which you 
had not zfended to mention before you heard that the 
injuries of your late Queen would be recorded in mar- 
ble! Was it this that roused your anger? If it was, it 
is likely your loyal indignation will be roused every 
time you venture into this district, as you may rest as- 
sured all that a cold monument, and an inscription 
that might wake a statue into action, can effect, will 
meet your eyes in the town of Warwick, if not to the 
last syllable of recorded time, at least to the latest period 
of yqur existence. Another inhabitant requests me to 
insert the following letter to your Lordship, that you 
may not suppose it is only @ visitor who indulges in 
the opinion that your observations were rash, injudicious, 
and caleulated to produce tke directly reverse effect of 
your intentions. Every party has its peculiar watch- 
word, not to express its sentiments, but to awaken its 
resistance. ‘Those who burned houses to the cry of No 
Popery, would have done the same to the cry of No 
Gop! They were not protestants, but plunderers ; and 
every thing which induced to pillage was sacred in their 
creed. What other watchwords other parties may use, 
isa matter of perfect indiflerence. They are only the 
rallyiny signals; and sedition and blasphemy will do as 
well as any other. It is some comfort to perceive haw- 
ever, that society is beginning to think before it acts. 
This is the only way to act rationally. 
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To Sir ALLAN Park, Knr, &c. &c. &e, 





My Lorop, ' 

“ In your charge to the Grand Jury of this County 
last Monday, you are reported to have said that blasphemy and 
sed tion had extended their contagion to this borough, and you 
directed the magistrates to put down such crimes by force, 
whenever they presented themselves to their notice. As there 
was not a single charge of either of these crimes in the calen- 
dar, your lordship must have had your intormation ina private 
manner; aud as the information is totally false, I think pro- 
per to offer you some remarks on the subject, 

Your Lordship regrets that so little respect is paid to the con- 
sttuted authorities of the country; in which regret I cordially 
join; but so long as the constituted Authorities are enlisted 
in the ranks of power for their own pecuniary benefit, that 
want of respect will be increased, instead of diminished. 

[ cannot perceive the good that can pessibly arise from your 
Lordship’s mentioning the existence of such crimes, when none 
are presented to your notice in your official capacity :—except it 
is to encourage your over busy and scandalous informants in 
exercising an oppressive system of persecution and espoina ge ; 
orelse to frighten the timid rich individuals you were address- 
ing, with two words of very vague meaning, but always of mis- 
¢hievous importance, to continue to support a sinking system to 
their own total ruin, degradation and confusion. 

But where can this sedition and blasphemy be found, witich 
have taken such deep root, and which are to be combatted by 
forcei—the last, and I apprehend, the worst resource for the 
purpose.—Is it in returning the present two Members to Parlia- 
ment; one, the brother of the Earl of Warwick, the whole Fa- 
mily, firm supporters of the whole of the measures of the last 
half century; and who are in the receipt of about 6,000/. per 
year for services, not perhaps worth one penny ;- -and the 
other a money-Jobber, banker, and loan-monger, who has got 
great riches and large estates by the system; and who I suppose, 
either from pure patriotism, or gratitude, has always backed 
the Ltt system, and has stood for years at every object which 
it presented to his view?—The regular reLurn of these two in- 
dividuals to Parliament as law makers, whose abilities are 
really below.that of two clever couuting-house clerks, any one 
might think would have been quite suthcient to stop your ears 
against charges so calunmiously made ; because the Inhabitants 
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of this Borough might, if they would, and I conceive they 
would if there was much blasphemy and sedition to be found, 
return very different men to Parliament. Every housekeeper 
here my Lord, paying scot and lot, has two votes. ‘This is sup- 
posed by many to be the very acme of perfection, in representa- 
tion. In my opinion it is the very worst that can be devised ; 
because it prevents the number of voters from being too many 
to be bought by open bribery; yet just sufficient to be in- 
fluenced by the means, be they ever so mean or pitiful, of the 
patron. 

Ah! my Lord, the ery or blasphemy and sedition, is too old 
now to do any good.—People can read, they meet and con- 
verse; and their conversation is how to relieve themselves from 
the intolerable burthens that oppress them. You may recom. 
mend force ;—but no force can convince people that it is either 
reasonable or proper, that the Peers in and out of Parliament, 
and their Families should share amongst them 3,732,3362. out 
of the fruits of the peoples’ labour:—that there should be an 
army kept to hack and shoot the people when it 1s thought pro- 
per ;—or, anenormous unnational debt, raised in depreciated 
paper, the interest being paid in a meiallic currency, which is the 
cause of there being about 1,200,000 pauper,—or that Chris- 
lianity, both amongst Churchmen aud Dissenters, should be 
nothing more than a mere money-loving power-seeking Priesti- 
anity. 

I am, my Lord, &c, &c. 
Yours, 
W. GOODMAN, 


Market-place, Warwick, 24th August, 1821. 
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BIRMINGHAM POLITICS. 


ee ee 


The Birmingham Mercury has neither noticed nor re- 
plied to our attack upon the neglect to report the proceed- 
ings of the important parish-meeting, in which an at- 
tempt was made to erect the magistracy of that town into 
a Star Chamber Libel Committee, and to tax the inha- 
bitants for the expences. It says, “ we have for once 
‘run a-muck,” in despite of our motto, at “ imaginary 
** grievances,” and have been “ arguing roundly in 
* the dark,” as “ not being in possession of the case.” 








308 THE BLACK DWARF. 


These are grave matters of reply, had they been sup- 
ported, but they are not. The proof of our running a- 
muck, is given by stating that * the people had dene 
‘ thetr duly by attending, and voting against paying 
“the expences of proseculing Mr. Edmonds.” Very 
good ; but the Mercury is not to be thanked for this ; 
for had not Mr. Edmonds’s letter bean sent to the Editor, 
no notice of an intention of charging this expence upon 
the parish would have appeared in the Mercury ; and by 
the suppression of that letter, and the substitution of the 
notice of ils reception, (which was half devoted to a just 
complaint that advertisements of parish meetings were 
not forwarded to the Mercury) bad a tendency to pre- 
vent the people from attending to do their duty. Had 
the letter been published, we “have vood authority for 
saying that a much greater number would have attend- 
ed:—and that a resolution, censuring in suitable terms, 
the attempted imposition, would have been proposed. 
So much for the people’s having done their duty. But 
we were in the dark, it seems, and not jn possession of 
the case. We have the Mercury to blame for this, as his 
vodship ¢ pat out the light !—and then—” God knows 
what besides! Now, we are informed, what we might 
have been acquainted with before, (as we see no reason 
why a public journalist should be secret keeper to the 
town, and dribble out information in such niggard mea- 
sure) that the debate took an uwrerpected turn! Ths 

seems an additional reason for informing the absentees 
what turn it did take ; and this wrexrpected turn was on 
* the affair of W. Plastens !”—the very identical sub- 
ject mutter of the whole business, and on which it was 
impossible but it shoudd turn! A gross abuse of autho- 
rity was alleged to have been committed by some ma- 
gistrates, in the committal of this W. Plastens, without 
right, or reason, or pretended necessity—an abuse which 
had forced the man out of re especlable employment, and 
thrown his wife and family upon the parish, whom he 
was then enabled to maintain in credit and plenty, but 
for this magisterial interference. Mr. Edmonds charged 
this abuse to have been perpetrated out of political pre- 
judice to bim. We was prosecuted, and convicted of 
libel by a Warwickshire Jury, but the Court of King’s 
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Bench declined to pass sentence upon him, when brought 
up for judgment. He persists in the truth of his accu- 
sation, in which he also persisted before the Court of 
King’s Bench. The facts are notorious, whatever the 
inference may be :—and then the parish, not sufficiently 
injured by having Plastens and his family to maintain, 
from the conduct of these magistrates, is charged with 
the expence of prosecuting Mr. Edmonds! to the 
amount of £300, was it not natural the debate should 
turn upon the facts? And was it not highly interesting 
such debate should be made known? At first, the Mer- 
cury said the account which was obtained with great 
pains, was suppressed at *‘ the desire” of several gentle- 
men whom it was apparently inferred had taken @ 
part in it. We knew those who had _ exposed 
the injustice, could not be desirous of suppressing 
the details:—and we were not aware of its being 
the duty of an independent journalist to oblige the 
other party. Now the Mercury recads the statement 
of suppressing the details at the request of any one; but 
avows the suppression “ on the Editor’s own discre- 
“tion!” This, then, was a discretion he had no right 
to exercise. The Editor of the Times might as well 
have suppressed the debates on the Manchester Massacre 
on his own discretion. This excuse of the “‘ discretion” 
on the part of the Editor is because “* much warmth of 
** feeling escaped the parties in the heat of altercation ; 
“ which, on reflection, they would not like to see giver 
“tothe public against their neighbours!” ‘This, by 
the Editor’s declaration, is all Ais assumption. If he 
acted on his own discretion, he did not act from the 
reflection of others, nor wait for it;—and as to not 
offending neighbours, we refer him to his own declaration, 
in a recent number, that “ a little honest decision is pre- 
“* ferable to a thousand pretended sacrifices to good neigh- 
** bourhood.” But, it is added, the suppression was just, 
because the time for legal redress was gone by! Teo 
us, it appears that this was an additional reason why 
the suppression was unjust! An honest man had been 
deeply injured, and no legal redress could be obtained! 
What the law could not do for him, public opinion ought 
to have effected. It is not, however, true that legal 
redress cannot be obtained eyen now for Mr. Plastens, 
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if there be either spirit or integrity in the parish, whicit 
las been unnecessarily burthened with his maintenance 
by the assumed power of.. ee magistrates. The 
Mercury need not profess its Uisinclination to cham- 


pion abuses. It has proved they may be committed 


with its sanctzon. We wish we could always com- 
prehend the Mercury ; but the language these deities, 
if the Mercury use it, is rather obscure. What means 
the following paragraph :— ‘““ We know that there 

Care evils which the press can reach, and which 
“ the law, in its ordinary operation cannot reach; and 
“* the just province of a free press, is that teinper ate 
‘enquiry, which may excite public attention in a spirit 
“ of fair discussion ; and thus tend to put the grievances 
‘‘ in a proper channel!” As far as we can understand 
this, it is fair enough, except the cunt of “ temperate,” 
which is the everlasting burthen of the canters of all 


ages:—but does this paragraph justify suppression of 


important facts, as the peculiar province of afree press ? 
It is common with the sophists of our day to use this 
species of general professions, while their conduct affords 
the most direct contradiction to them. With much re- 
verence we quotea little further, bending most decorousl 
as we oucht to do, under the descending feather of this 
volatile deity : :—“ We will never court a spurious 
“ nopularity, beyond this line of conduct. ‘—(which i is 
‘“* no dine at all) nur become the Quixotic Champion of 
‘* any purposes which would stimulate the passions of 
“ the people at the expence of their better judgment. 
‘(Verbatimfrom the Courier!) The folly of such a 
*¢ course, if we had no lesson from other and éetéer feel- 
¢ ings, has been sufficientty dllustraded /” meaning 
perhaps that we, poor devils, have got cafe into prison by 
our folly; and that his godship will take all possible 
eare to frzm the wings of his heels and his shoulders so 
exactly in a balance between all parties, that he shall not 
moult a feather, let him shake his pinions as lustily 
as he may!) “ To aim,” (he says) ‘* without reference to 
“ time or place, (the sad difference between Birming- 
“ hamand London) at a standard of virtue which is un- 
“ attainable ‘saiaeee at 2s virtue, however,) or which, if 
“ unattainable, were geeschievous rather ian not (ore 
“ yes than no) * its application io practical life, were 
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. to undermine and destroy our own virtual happiness 
‘in the community.” God have mercy on us! Let us 
have a moment’s breath, and then “ to itagain!” About 
this same standard of virtue, a good old gentleman who 
taught us the alphabet, and some small matters else, 
used to say, “ perfection in few things was attainable ; 
** and yet we should aim nevertheless at perfection in all 
“ things ; for by so doing, we should be sure to be much 
“ nearer it, than if we made no efforts at all.” It never 
occurred to the good old man, that if the standard were 
attainable, it could ever be mischievous in its applica- 
tion to practical life? But now we remember an old 
purser, with whom we once sailed, used to reason in this 
manner about cheating the sailors, “ If I don’t cheat them 
‘* somebody else will. ‘To be honest to them, when no- 
“* body else would, will be a sad waste of honesty :’ 
and he might have added, to lose an opportunity of alk 
ino money, would “© diminish his virtual usefulness i in 
“ the community,” when he came to live upon his gains? 
We are sadly afraid we shall never understand the cur- 
rent logic of this world, much as we have been buffeted 
about init. We must quote a little further ;—‘* Mr. 
‘* Wooler may be a bold writer ; but he should recollect 
‘“ that he has the aggregate boldness of a certain ciass in 
* the whole empire in his support ; and that he issues 
“‘ his journal from the strong hold of the liberty of the 
‘press!” ‘This is fine; and itis only a pity it should 
be so fallacious. This assistant “ agerevate boldness,” 
to our sad knowledge, is something ‘ike the imvincible 
army, Which the tradition says is on foot in Cheshire. 
There is great boldness in the empire; but very litle of an 
ageregate nature; and most people find enough to do, in 
their own defence, without assisting others, while SO. 
many are ready to ‘stand by and see courage exposed to 
any odds. We claim little merit for boldness, though 
ever ready to set our feet, “* as far as who goes farthest” 
in an honest cause;—but we claim some; credit for 
having fixed our courage upon such prineiples, as 
to bid defiance for four years of the hottest persecution 
to any attacks upon our writings. This we think is 
some evidence we have not written solely to ae 
“ passions” of the people, though we are anxious tha 
their passions should always be in the strongest wnisop 
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with their judzment. As to the strong Aold fron} 
which we published our journal, let it be remembered 
that 7f was not a strong hold of the liberty of the 
Press, when we first undertook to entrench our position 
there. Verdicts were as much matter of course, and 
victims as easily found there, as in any other quarter ; 
and that we have more satisfaction in feeling that we 
have contributed to its strength, than in enjoying the 
safety which it affords, may be credited, when it is ro- 
membered,- that while we publish from the strong hold, 
Wwe write in a prison! 





Tune.—Caurp Kats in ABERDEEN. 
The days are gane that we hac seen 
When blest wi’ a fu’ cogie, 
When inan an’ boy, an’ wife, an’ wean, 
Were merry blithe an’ vogie: 
But a’ thae heartsome days are gane, 
We now arc thin an’ raggy, 
For a’ the cash that we can wit, 
Will never fill our cogie. 


Our pantries now afe toom an’ bare 
_ Like heather-moor sae scrogie: 
An’ ilka ither day I feat | 
A stave’s taen frae our cogie; 
4’ thae wha do oppress the poor 
Should be dragg’d thro’ a bogie, 
An’ be themselves made to endure 
A toom an’ empty cogie. 


It is corruption, cursed thing, 
_ Makes placemen fat an’ vogie, 
While it does dearth on poor folk bring, 
An’ gars them want their cogie; 
O blest Reform frae us is far! 
Tis clouded sair an’ foggy; 
But if we had Reform, I’m sure, 
We'd sup a better cogie. 
There's L——rp—] an’ Derry-down 
Wi mony a courtier rogie, 
Hae squeez’d us down to skin an’ bone 
» An’ stown awa our cogie ; 
For Radical Reform we'll pray, 
To burst these clonds sae fogzy ; 
’*T would brush thae vermin quite away 
An’ we'd regain our cogie. 
South Shields, July 17, 4821. Scotcn SAanpy. 
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